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The International Congress of Entomology (ICE) is one of the largest in-person conferences globally for the science of entomology. First held in 1910 in Brussels, Belgium, ICE was initially coordinated to bring together entomologists within Europe in part due to increasing awareness of the need for more entomologists to ‘deal with those insects that have immediate importance for economy and medicine’ (Jordan and Eltringham, 1912). In the years since that first congress ICE has grown significantly in size and esteem and on the 25th – 30th August 2024, the 27th International Congress of Entomology (ICE) was held in Kyoto, Japan. Over 4,000 individuals from 82 countries and regions gathered at the Kyoto International Conference Centre for ICE 2024, working together to meet the theme of ‘new discoveries through consilience’. 

Second year PhD Student, Aimee Tonks, was fortunate enough to be amongst the attendees of ICE 2024, securing generous funding from The Douglas Bomford Trust.

Aimee recounts on her experience: ‘attending and presenting my research at ICE 2024 in Kyoto was a truly incredible opportunity. The conference explored research across all areas of entomology, including pest management and pesticide application technologies, across the six days. I learnt a lot about the current developments in pesticide technologies and pest management for sustainable agriculture and engaged with a breadth of researchers from organisations and institutions globally who are also striving to directly contribute to the development of sustainable solutions for the management of crop pests globally. I was kindly accepted for an oral presentation of my PhD research exploring the potential of physically acting bioinsecticides for use in open-field agriculture. This opportunity allowed me to share my findings with an international audience and ignite discussions with leading experts in the field on the final day of the conference. It was an honour to present my research at such a largescale, esteemed international congress and build my network as an early career researcher. I want to thank The Douglas Bomford Trust for their support and contribution towards this once in a lifetime opportunity. It was truly an honour to recognise the kind contribution of the Trust at ICE Kyoto 2024.’

Jordan, K., and H. Eltringham. 1912. Proceedings of the Second International Congress of Entomology, Volume 1. Proceedings. Hazell, Watson & Viney, London.
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