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What the Trust has done for me

• Funded my PhD (2006-2010)

• Assisted in developing my love for soils

• Assisted in developing my passion to do research

• Continues funding my research projects

• Provides continuous mentoring and support



Long Term Traffic & Tillage Long Term Project

• DBT co-funded the Traffic & Tillage Projects

• Field experiment started in 2011 at HAU, Shropshire, UK

• Aim: To compare the effects of alternative traffic and 

tillage systems on soil health, crop growth and yield, and 

system economics over an extended period

• Internationally unique project

• National and international interest



PhD’s based on the Traffic & Tillage Project

1. Emily Smith (2011 – 2014):  focused on soil properties such as 
bulk density and water infiltration, as well as crop grow and yield. 
Currently Director of KE at Trinity AgTech.

2. Anthony Millington (2014-2017):  focused on soil physical 
properties such as total porosity and soil structure. Currently 
Postdoctoral Researcher at HAU.

3. Magdalena Kaczorowska-Dolowy (2018-2021): focused on root 
development, soil organic matter and microbial biomass carbon (as a 
measure of “soil health”). Currently Postdoctoral Researcher at HAU.

4. Ana Prada (2021-2024): focused on soil carbon dynamics and 
carbon sequestration potential by looking at soil organic matter, 
microbial biomass carbon and particulate and mineral associated 
carbon. Currently PhD Student at HAU.



Traffic & Tillage Four Satellite Experimental Sites

Hargreaves et al., 2016

Martlew et al., 2015



Traffic & Tillage Four Satellite Experimental Sites

Deep tillage

Shallow tillage

No-till

Shaheb et al., 2019Dolowy, 2022



Linking academia, industry, charities & farmers



Dissemination and academic development

• Dr. Ed Dickin

• Mr. David White

• Prof. Dick Godwin

• Dr. Keith Chaney

• Dr. Simon Jeffery

• Many others… 
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Further support to HAU
• Funding or co-funding of research projects

• Initial funding of the AEIC Building which helped lever 
additional, including government, funding. A major 
teaching resource/facility for the past decade

• Travel awards for many years: 
• trips to Agritechnica (Germany) 
• SIMA (France) exhibitions
• Field Robot Event 
• Ag Eng Conferences

• DBT Scholarships. Typically 5 or 6 per year

• DBT pays IAgrE student membership fees for 
engineering students at HAU (and other institutions) 
and 1 year following graduation

• Continued mentoring and friendship with many of us


